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STUDENT ART WORK BRINGS NEW MEANING TO LOS ANGELES- ST. PETERSBURG SISTER CITY PROJECT
WHAT: Over two Hundred students from the Los Angeles Unified School District and schools in St. Petersburg, Russia, will concurrently display their artwork in an exhibit featuring their Sister City links.  The event, jointly sponsored by the LAUSD Arts Education Branch and the Los Angeles-St Petersburg Sister City Committee, is designed to foster cooperation and cultural exchange through the arts between the two cities and stimulate mutual understanding of their students. After the exhibition closes in Los Angeles, the student artwork will travel to St. Petersburg where it will be displayed as part of the white nights’ Master Class International Arts Festival. It will then be donated to the local orphanage “Transit”.
WHEN: May 12 to June 4, 2011                                                                                               Opening reception May 12, 3-5:00 p.m.,                                                                                          Closing reception June 4, 2-4:00 p.m. 
WHERE: Charles White Elementary Gallery, formerly the Otis College of Art Gallery,               2401 Wilshire Blvd, Los Angeles, 90057.
WHY: “We are hosting this exhibit for a second year following the very positive response of our students, their teachers and parents, and the community to last year’s program,” said Muriel Wood, a Director of the Board of the Los Angeles-St. Petersburg Sister City Committee. “Our students have the opportunity to enhance their knowledge and understanding of Russia, while expressing themselves in an artistic format. They also become de facto citizen diplomats!” 
Masha Ziering, a Director of the Board of the Los Angeles-St. Petersburg Sister City Committee who organized the exhibit in St. Petersburg, added: “The children from St. Petersburg were delighted to have an opportunity to see the expressions of friendship in the paintings of the children of Los Angeles. They said they were very happy to have friends there.”

Luiz Sampaio, Visual Arts Specialist for Los Angeles Unified School District, echoed the importance of the exhibition and the unique learning opportunities it offers:  “Los Angeles is an international city on the Pacific Rim; St Petersburg sits at the intersection of Russia and Eastern Europe. The exchange of student artwork from both great cities allows our students to participate in a global dialog that promotes better understanding of each other, and unites us as global citizens.” 

WHO: 
June 4, 2011: 
Confirmed: City Councilman Tom Labonge, LAUSD Local District Superintendents.

PHOTO OPPORTUNITIES: Hundreds of pieces of artwork by students from Los Angeles and St. Petersburg. Interviews are available upon request.

The Los Angeles/St Petersburg Sister City Committee is a 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization dedicated to promoting goodwill and facilitating the flow of culture, ideas and capital between the two cities. Master Class is a nonprofit organization founded by the international fund for cultural support. It is supported by the State Hermitage Museum, the Ministry of Culture of the Russian Federation, the Committee of Culture of the State Duma Administration of St. Petersburg, St. Petersburg Department of Cultural Workers Union. The President of the Festival is the director of the State Hermitage Museum.
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