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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Taiwan’s Evergreen Symphony Orchestra makes its U.S. debut in the Los Angeles Harbor Area

(San Pedro, CA, October 17, 2007.)  Taiwan’s 76-piece Evergreen Symphony Orchestra (ESO) will perform in its first U.S. full-length concert on December 10, 2007, at San Pedro’s Warner Grand Theatre (WGT).  

Doors open for the concert at 7:00 p.m. Tickets are $25/advance, $30/door and $5 for students and seniors. Holiday or business attire requested. The Warner Grand Theatre (WGT), San Pedro’s center for performing arts, is a lavishly decorated 1500-seat art deco movie palace built in 1931 and operated by the City of Los Angeles. For tickets: (310) 833-4813 or www.grandvision.org.  The WGT is located at 478 W. 6th Street, San Pedro, CA.  A holiday reception honoring the Port’s first hundred years, sponsored by Grand Vision Foundation and the San Pedro Peninsula Chamber of Commerce will precede the concert. The reception will be held from 5:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. in the Grand Vision event center, located at 434 W. 6th St., San Pedro, on the same block as the WGT.  

The ESO is the innovation of Dr. Chang Yung-Fa, Chairman and Founder of The Evergreen Group, one of the world’s leaders in transportation.  His charitable organization, the Chang Yung-Fa Foundation supports the orchestra and also assists other arts and humanitarian causes in Asia and worldwide.  The Evergreen Group’s subsidiary, Evergreen Shipping Agency (America) Corporation is one of the Port of Los Angeles’ major terminal operators.

“It is an honor to be coordinating this project in collaboration with the Port of Los Angeles,” commented Liz Schindler-Johnson, Executive Director of the Grand Vision Foundation, the WGT’s primary support group. “We are so glad that we can offer an appropriately elegant setting for this prestigious orchestra.” Schindler-Johnson stated.

The evening’s program will include a range of classical works with roots in folk culture.  The concert will include works from Russian composer, Mikhail Glinka, Czech composer, Antonin Dvorak, as well as a series of four Taiwanese folk songs and a symphonic poem by Hsin Hu-Kuang.  

Since its first performance in 2002, ESO has worked with many world famous musicians including Michiyoshi Inoue and Naoto Otomo; tenors Luciano Pavarotti, Jose Carreras and Russell Watson; sopranos Angela Gheorghiu and Renee Fleming; violinists Zakar Bron, Lin Cho-Liang, and Lu Siquing; and master flutist Peter-Lukas Graf.
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Since 2007, the ESO has been led by Director of Music and Principal Conductor, Gernot Schmalfuss.  Schmalfuss began his career as a solo oboist at the Munich Philharmonic Orchestra from 1968 to 1979.  Over the last two decades, Schmalfuss has conducted several German orchestras including the Munich Chamber Soloists, the Munich Philharmonic Orchestra and the Symphony Orchestras of Duisburg and Wuppertal. 

The ESO’s performance in San Pedro is an example of the Evergreen Group and the Chang Yung-Fa Foundation’s support for the arts and social concerns as well as an expression of cultural exchange.  Steven Allen Fox, Artistic Director and Conductor of the WGT’s resident orchestra, the Golden State Pops Orchestra (GSPO), comments, “Not only does this event promote the relationship between the Port of LA and the Evergreen Line but it represents a bridge between two cultures, built on the common language of music.” Steven Allen Fox and his company look forward to welcoming the ESO to Los Angeles and the local symphonic community. “This kind of event emphasizes commonalities that in turn, strengthen global relationships,” added Fox.”

Concert Sponsors

This event is made possible by the Port of Los Angeles, Evergreen Shipping Agency (America) Corporation, and Target Corporation.  Additional support provided by Grand Vision Foundation, the City of Los Angeles Department of Cultural Affairs, the San Pedro Peninsula Chamber of Commerce, the Golden State Pops Orchestra, Doubletree San Pedro and Angi Ma Wong.

Concert Beneficiaries

Proceeds from this concert will primarily benefit the Grand Vision Foundation (GVF). Grand Vision Foundation’s mission is to preserve and promote the historic Warner Grand Theatre and arts and cultural education in downtown San Pedro.  GVF recently completed a capital campaign, raising one million dollars for improvements to the theatre.  The improvements include restored seats, carpeting, many technical upgrades, and most recently, a stage extension.  

GVF will extend a portion of the concert proceeds to two local organizations: Harbor Interfaith Services and the Golden State Pops Orchestra (GSPO).  Currently, the only year-round pops orchestra in the Los Angeles area, the GSPO is the resident orchestra of the Warner Grand Theatre and is led by Steven Allen Fox, Founding CEO, Artistic Director and Conductor.  Harbor Interfaith provides the major food bank and many other services for homeless families in the Harbor area and South Bay communities.  
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